SRI AUROBINDO

the consciousness of the entire world and
shape it anew by her own illimitable spiritual
force is the hope and need of humanity today.
That will be the noontide of her freedom, the
high watermark of her greatness and her
supreme raison d'etre among the peoples of
the world.

The last century witnessed in India the birth

of men who, with the movements that go in

their names., were at once the promise and

precursors of a glorious future for the country*

They made the pioneer attempts to win back

for India whatever she had lost during her

long period of decline. But very little of a

definite nature was then done towards the

political uplift of the people. It was about

the close of the last century and the beginning

of the present that a few rare sons of India

felt witnin them the pangs of her subjection

and strove for the attainment of her freedom

so that she might fulfil herself both as a nation

and as the spiritual leader of mankind. But

the movement was not a mere political one.

There was a deeper side to it, which must be
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